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political agitation seems to have contributed, was met with in the collec-
tion of the revenue, and it was necessary to resort to coercive measures
more fiequently than usual The lepayment of loans made to
agriculturists also fell consideiably below the amount due The
settlement of agricultural population on accretions on the banks of the
Sittang was continued by the Colonization Department, and a beginning
was made in a newly protected aiea in the noith of the Pegu District
Colonization in Myitkyma and on the Yandoon Island, however, was at a
standstill

5    The most important enactment passed by the local legislatuie
during the year was the Burma Courts Act, 1922, which effected the legal
changes necessitated by the establishment of the High Court of Judica-
ture and the changes in the  sjstem of judicial admmistiation already
referied to     The Burma Midwives and Nurses Act,  1922,  which was
introduced by a non-omcial member of the Council,  provides for the
registration and better tiaimng of midwives and nurses, and checks the
unlicensed and ignorant practice which has caused much  suffering and
loss of life in the past     Other Acts passed were  geneially concerned
with the amendment of details in previously existing Acts, making minor
changes which experience in administration had shown to be desirable.

6   Although the total volume of crime again showed a small decrease,
the number of dacoities and robberies continued to increase ,  and a
particularly  disquieting feature was the use of firearms in a consider-
ably   laiger   number   of cases    The   police    were   noticeably  less,
successful   in the   detection of these   classes of cases, although m
others the level of detection showed little variation from that of previous,
yeais    The low percentage of conviction in cases of violent crime was
noticed by the High Court, and was dttnbuted m part to delays in trial
as -well as to deficiencies m police work and in prosecution    More use
was made of the Habitual Offenders  Restriction Act, which seems to
have contributed to decreases in the number of burglaries, cattle thefts
and ordinary thefts    Village headmen continued to be of great assis-
tance to the police, but their work was hampered and their loyalty often
put to a great strain by the opposition of political associations    Charges
of abuse of authority by headmen weie seldom proved, though frequently
made    One of the most striking features of the judicial administration
was a continued fall in the number of 'offenders flogged or released on
probation, as compared with the number sent to prison    The ideal of
avoiding the production of young criminals by contamination in jail
seems to be one that many magistrates fail to appreciate    In the jails
the separation of casual from habitual pusoners continued to receive
attention    Sixteen of the twenty-four district jails are now  reserved
for the confinement of casual criminals